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Cynanche Trachealis. By WILLIAM JOHNSON, M. D. 
{ READ BEFORE THE DIST. MED. SOCIETY OF HUNTERDON co. ] 
(FENTLEMEN : 

Agreeably to a resolution of our last meeting, that each member read 
a case of disease, treated by him within the past six months, I present 
the following ease of croup. 

I was requested, in the morning of the 28th of last February, to visit 
a child of A. H., aged 19 months, with croup. I learned upon inquity 
that the child had been sick about 36 hours, having contracted a cold 
from being taken by his parents, on a visit about nine miles off. I found 
him with fever—great degree of dyspnaea—head thrown back in respi- 
ration, so as to enlarge the capacity of the chest—cough brassy, and 
characteristie of croup—surface of the body preternaturally warm. A 
careful examination of the internal posterior fauces could detect nothing 
abnormal—no inflammation—no diphtheritic deposit. 

I prescribed hyd. chlor. mit. et ipecac. aA gr. v pro dos. and left him two 
other powders of ipecac, each containing 5 grs., to be repeated every 
half hour, until free emesis took place. The patient was visited by my 
son in the evening, and found somewhat relieved—breathing less diffi- 
cult. He left him 20 grs. more of the ipecac, to be given so as to keep 
up a nauseating impression. 

Mareh Ist. Saw the child in the morning—found much less im- 
provement than I had hoped for—respiration exceedingly embarrassed 
bronchial secretions locked up—the stridulous cough continues—much 
fever—skin hot. I left him 1l5grs. of calomel in seven powders—one 
to be taken every two hours, unless the effects upon the bowels should 
be too great. 

In the evening there was considerable improvement. The powders 
had not operated with any violence. Continue. 

2d. Saw the patient in the morning—found him very greatly im- 
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proved—was playing about upon the carpet—countenance animated— 
secretions of the mucous membrane, both of the trachea and nares, re- 
stored, but there was still some degree of embarrassment in the respira- 
tory function. Gave 5grs. more of calomel in 3 doses—a dose to be 
taken every four hours, and between each dose of the calomel one six- 
teenth of a grain of tartarized antimony: to have the feet immersed in 
warm water. The child was not so well in the evening—the tartarized 
antimony had produced too much depression by its action on the bowels, 
and had not acted on the secretions; it was discontinued. Directed the 
repetition of the pediluvium. 

3d. Morning. Found the child not so well as yesterday morning: to 
repeat the pediluvium : left 5 grs. more of ealomel, to be given in threg 
doses as before directed. The medicine did not act inordinately on the 
bowels. Between each dose of the ealomel the child was directed to 
take 3 grs. of bicarbonate of potassa. 

In the evening, the respiration still remaining embarrassed, I gave the 
child 3 grs. of assafcetida, in the form of lac assafwtide, every two hours. 
The secretions had again become locked up, and the cough stridulous. 
There was fever, and hot and dry skin. ‘Repeat pediluvium. 

4th. Found the patient very much improved—had taken the medi- 
cine regularly— the secretions from the nares restored, and cough loose. 
The assafoetida had agreed so well, that I directed nothing more than it 
and the bicarbonate of potassa—the assafeetida to be given every two hours, 
and with every alternate dose, the biearbonate. 

5th. Improvement still continues—made the intervals of giving me- 
dicine every three hours, instead of every two hours. Continue assafe- 
tida and bicarbonate of potassa. 

6th. Improvement still continues. Continue treatment as directed 
yesterday. 

The next day I concluded to discontinue my visits. The child rapid- 
ly recovered. 

Remarks.—The foregoing case is one of the ordinary form of croup: 
cynanche trachealis, originating from exposure to cold. There was no 
doubt of inflammatory action kindled up in the lining, tracheal, mu- 
cous membrane. It is a disease in which I have seen more decided, un- 
equivocal benefit from tartar emetic and calomel, than from any other 
articles of the materia medica. I have ever made these articles the sheet 
anchor of dependence. In the early part of my practice, when I used 
the tartarized antimony more freely than I do at present, my success 
was certainly greater in the management of this disease. Tartar emetic 
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tells on croup ; it produces a salutary systemic impression; it equalizes 
excitement; it relaxes spasm ; it ejects irritating material from the tra- 
chea; it subverts inflammatory action, and thus prevents the formation 
of false membrane ; it controls the circulation; it restores perspiration. 
It is admissible at any period prior to the formation of the false mem- 
brane, unless there be too much flagging of the vires vite; then ipecac 
is the preferable article. After the formation of false membrane, the 
great object is to eject it by the mechanical agency of vomiting, 
and here ipecac., sulph. zinci., sulph. cupri, are the preferable articles. 

The remark is trite, that there is fashion in medicine, as well as in 
every thing else. Much has been said of the poisonous effects of tartar 
emetic in its administration to children. Such effects, I have never 
myself witnessed in a single instance. It is true that I have seen very 
great prostration—sometimes rather alarming, produced by it, but the 
patients have speedily rallied. Still, I will not discredit the statements 
which have been made on this subject by others. It is my belief in 
these statements that has rendered me more timid in the use of the 
article. 

I always follow up the use of the tartar emetic by calomel, and gene- 
rally find the patients benefitted, where the stools assume a dark green 
hue, resembling chopped spinach. In the case just related, the child took 
5 grs. of calomel and Sgrains of ipecacuanha as an emetic, but I am 
inelined to think, that if the tartar, instead of the ipecac had been em- 
ployed, the remedial effect would have been more satisfactory. I com- 
menced with the calomél, as I have before remarked, on the 2d day of 
the disease, in doses of two grains every two hours, and continued it to 
the 4th day inclusive, but at longer intervals. The child took, in the 
whole, 30 grs. of calomel : its action on the bowels was not excessive, 
and the patient for the first two days, greatly improved under its use. 
My only reason for discontinuing it, was the dread of its action on the 
mouth—a circumstance greatly to be deprecated, as almost certain to re- 
sult in the death of the child. Such an event I know has taken place 
several times in the practice of my neighbors, and it has made me cau- 
tious. It is true, that, I well know, that the constitutions of children 
are not as susceptible to mercurial impression as those of adults, and 
that Dr. Stearns, of Albany, who was very successful in the treatment 
of croup, was in the habit of giving 80 grs. of calomel and 2 grs. of tar- 
tar emetic at a dose to children under two years of age, and even repeat- 
ing it twice, and that Dr. Hamilton, of Edinburgh, administered calo- 
mel to the extent of one hundred grains in twenty-four hours, to very 
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young children. Yet I also know, that very young children, when mer- 
curialized, are liable to destructive caries of the jaw. 1 believe that the 
child would have recovered under the use of the calomel, (and I am war- 
ranted in this conclusion by the benefit actually derived from its use,) had 
not the parents suffered him to run about the room, which was not suf- 
ficiently warmed. I thought it best, however, to discontinue it, and 
look out for some other remedial agent. This I found in the lae assa- 
fustidse, and under the use of this article, and the bicarbonate of potassa, 
he speedily recovered. 

In the close of this case, permit me to say a few words on the use of 
assafeetida in croup, and the therapeutic relation of this article to the 
disease. I was led to the use of this article about 40 years since, in the 
treatment of a case of croup, which bad been protracted five days in de- 
spite of tartar emetic, calomel, and the lancet. I began to look upon 
the case as hopeless, when I determined to try the assafeetida, but the 
child resisted so lustily the taking of it by the mouth, that I was com- 
pelled to give it as an enema; and whilst the child was held by the mo- 
ther, I threw up 20 grs. of assafoetida, in solution, into the rectum. The 
effect was magical—the difficulty of respiration was vastly relieved, and 
in two hours I repeated the enema. The dyspnea—the convulsive re- 
spiration was in a very short time entirely gone, and so complete was 
the relief, that in locking back to the case of which I took a note at the 
time, I do not find that I preseribed another dose of medicine for it. 
The child was three years of age, and took 40 grs. of the assafetida by 
enema. The recovery was complete, and the patient is living at this 
time. I have often prescribed the assafectida since, in a disease in some 
of its features resembling croup, namely, pseudo tracheitis—the asthma 
thymicum of the German pathologists, but never with such striking ef- 
fects as it here displayed ; a disease which bad run on full five days, 
was cured in little over two hours. This disease was genuine croup, if 
brassy cough, pyrexia, and most distressing dyspnea are characteristic 
of it. 

The foregoing two cases are the only ones of what I considered to be 
genuine croup, in which I have employed the assafetida. My patholo- 
gical views of the disease have deterred me from the use of the article. 
These cases, as 1 have stated already, I began to look upon as nearly 
hopeless, when I commenced with the assafcetida. 

I should never think, notwithstanding the happy results obtained 
from the assafvetida in the foregoing cases, of prescribing the article at 
the commencement of genuine croup. In both of the cases which I 
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have related, the heat of the surface was somewhat abated before resort- 
ing to the assafetida. This diminished temperature was perhaps more 
owing to impaired vitality, than to any subduction of disease; and in 
the case first related, the tracheal secretion had been partially restored 
by previous medication, before resorting to the assafcetida, although they 
had again become locked up. 

There is, however, a species of eroup—pseudo-tracheitis—in which 
we may very early resort to the assafcetida, with prospect of great suc- 
cess—in fact, immediately after the exhibition of an emetic. 

This disease presents itself to us under a variety of features; the 
peculiar spasmodic affection of the thumbs and toes, is sometimes ab- 
sent. In one of its forms, and that not a very unfrequent one, it ap- 
pears in its pathological relations, almost as nearly allied to asthma as 
to croup, but unlike asthma, the respiration is hurried. It resembles 
genuine croup in almost every thing except the brassy cough. Its in- 
vasion, like genuine croup, is somewhat sudden; the child has com- 
plained a day or two of cold. The respiration is loud and hurried; the 
dyspnoea threatening immediate suffocation ; the nostrils expanded ; con- 
siderable fever and heat of surface; but immediately you hear the 
cough you are satisfied that it is not genuine croup. The cough is hu- 
mid; it is a pseudo-disease. This disease is often confounded by care- 
less practitioners, with genuine croup. 

In all the forms of pseudo-tracheitis the assafetida displays most sig- 
nal powers, and it is in these forms of disease that I preseribe the arti- 
cle with much confidence of benefitting my patients. If the patient be 
not much benefitted by the first six or eight doses of the assafetida, I 
do not urge its further use 

As I was not present at your late meeting, when cynanche trachealis 
was the subject of colloquial discussion, indulge me in a more extended 
view of my practice in this disease. I have said nothing yet on the use 
of the lancet in this affection, and it is because I do not lay much stress 
upon it. I have but seldom resorted to it. My principal reason has 
been a conviction, that inflammation of the mucous membranes, is not 
benefitted like inflammation of the serous membranes and other tissues 
of the body, by this potent remedy. I have never used the lancet in 
cynanche trachealis upon any subject under three years of age. I have, 
however, taken notes of a case of moreadvanced age, where venesection 
did display most unequivocal powers, and as the casé possesses some in- 
terest, I shall relate it. 

Oct. 6, 1814.—I. B., a rustic youth, aged 18 years, having contract- 
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ed a catarrh, and feeling that febrile lassitude which so frequently at- 
tends it, impradently lay upon the ground, yet damp with the rain of 
the preceding day. He was in a short time seized with as severe an 
attack of croup as I have ever witnessed, threatening almost immediate 
suffocation, and attended with great flushing of the face, and respiration 
so laborious and difficult, as to be heard out of the room. I bled him 
immediately, 10 or 12 ounces—gave 6grs. of tartar emetic in divided 
doses, and immersed his feet in warm water, in which he kept them 
until after the operation of the emetic. Great relief was afforded by the 
bleeding and emetic, but still the breathing continued difficult and op- 
pressed, and the cough dry and stridulous. In one hour after the emet- 
ic, I ordered him to take 15 grs. of calomel, and to take freely of warm 
diluent drinks. 

I called to see my patient again in two or three hours, and finding 
that the disease was not yet subdued, I left him 6 grs. of tartar emetic, 
with 15 grs. more of calomel, to be mixed up in 6 tea spoonsful of mo- 
lasses, with directions to take one tea spoonful every hour, until it 
operated as an emetic or cathartic, and then every two hours after. He 
took four spoonsful, which evacuated him powerfully. The next morn- 
ing I found that the disease was completely strangled, expectoration 
free, and fever and inflammation removed. 

Time admonishes me to be brief in my comments on this case. The lad 
was certainly benefitted by the venesection which I employed ; it reliev- 
ed very much the oppression under which he was laboring, but how far 
it went towards the cure I am not prepared to say. Powerful auxiliary 
medication was simultaneously employed. He took 10 grs. of tartar 
emetic, and nearly 27 grs. of calomel, and all in the space of a few 
hours. : 

With respect to bleeding in croup, indulge me in a few additional re- 
marks. I have stated my practice, and given the reasons which have 
influenced it. I am willing to compare notes with those who confide in 
this remedy in the treatment of croup. I believe that my practice, if 
not more successful than theirs, is at the least as much so. I intend to 
bring forward but a single name in favor of the lancet, in croup. It is 
that of Dr. Watson, than whom, a greater name has never adorned our 
profession. I shall quote his own language. “Croup is a disorder 
which may justly excite extreme alarm in the friends and parents, of the 
patient ; for the prognosis can never be better than doubtful. It is said 
that four children out of five attacked by it used to die, but that now 
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the treatment being better understood than formerly, the number of 
deaths, and the number of recoveries are nearly equal.” 

Dr. Watson's practice, both hospital and private, was very great. The 
lancet was his sheet anchor of hope, and. he has given the results. I 
seldom use the lancet in croup, and I honestly believe that I do not 
lose one in fifteen of all the cases treated by me. 

In a disease very nearly allied to croup, I mean laryngitis, the lancet 
is almost the only remedy entitled to confidence. But its subjects are 
adults,and can best bear these drafts of vitality. 

The nitras argenti is another remedy which I have not very frequent- 
ly used, but where there has been inflammation of the fauces, or diphthe- 
ritic deposite, I have certainly seen most unequivocal proofs of its effi- 
cien¢y. The fauces have been sponged with a strong solution of the 
article in water. Where the foregoing conditions have not obtained in 
croup, I have not used the artiele. 

I have sometimes used the warm bath im this disease, with marked 
and most unmistakable benefit to my patients. But, if not resorted to 
until the vires vite begin to flag, I consider it a doubtful, if not a haz- 
ardous remedy. I should not recommend it in this state of the system. 
There are also some objections to the use of this remedy, from the 
struggles which it produces on the part of the patients. The objections 
which may be urged against the warm bath, apply in a minor degree to 
the pediluvium. 

I have very seldom seen good from the application of blisters in croup. 

Waite Hovss, May, 1854. 
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Imaginary Diseases —By Srerurn W. Wri11ams, M. D., &. &e. 
[ LATE OF DEERFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS. } 

Some of the most distressing complaints to which humanity is liable, 
are diseases of the imagination. They are a speci@Sof monomaniac insan- 
ity, frequently beyond the reach of medicine, and often beyond the acutest 
reasoning of the physician and the divine. They not unfrequently lead 
to the most depressing melancholy, to despair, and even to suicide. They 
also often lead to actual disease, particularly of the chylopoietic viscera. 
Imaginary hallucinations, however, sometimes lead to pleasurable sensa- 
tions, as in the case of the man who fancied himself to be the Lord and 
Saviour of the world, who was tried before Lord Erskine. This phan- 
tom of the imagination must only be productive of pleasurable sensa- 
tions, during its continuance. How many men have fancied themselves 
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to be Presidents, Kings, and Emperors, Generals, and Commanders 
of armies, and have led their soldiers on to victory. But I will proceed 
to the relation of a few cases, which have fallen under my observation. 

A patient called upon me a few years ago, who fancied that he had 
the venereal disease from cohabitation with a cow—he was a simple fel- 
low, and was much alarmed about himself. The complaint had been 
upon him four or five years, or he fancied that it had. He called upon 
a noted empiric in a neighboring city. He saw him but a few minutes, 
and gave him some medicine, for which he charged him fifty dollars. 
He paid him nine dollars, all the money he had with him, and for more 
than three years he continually dunned him for the remainder, till he 
paid no attention to his letters, although he threatened to sue him. I 
had another patient in the same region, whom he treated in a like 
manner. I ascertained to my own satisfaction that the only actual dis- 
ease he had upon him was occasioned by masturbation, though he fan- 
cied that he still labored under the venereal disease. I assured him 
that he was cured, but I never could make him believe it, and I was 
obliged to give him some little placebo or nostrum, to satisfy his mind. 
He called upon me once in about three months, for the space of five or 
six years. He died some time in the course of the year 1853, but, as 
he lived some distance from me, I did not see him in his last sickness, 
and do not know of what complaint he died, though, I believe, it was 
pacumonia. So far as my observation goes, the venereal disease has 
never been known to prevail among animals. 

Shortly afterwards, I had another patient who fancied that she took 
the venereal disease twenty-two years ago, from washing the linen or 
making the beds of two young men, who she imagined had that com- 
plaint. It was never known that they had the disease; on the contrary, 
it was almost certain that they never had it. She never knew any thing 
about the venereal disease until six years afterwards, when she accident- 
ally heard some old woman talk about that complaint, and afterwards 
she fancied that she took it six years before, in the manner described. 
The delusion lasted buta short time, and she married soon afterwards and 
had three children. The two youngest died either in the birth or soon af- 
ter. Just before the birth of the last child, she fancied that she had the 
same complaint, but she said nothing to me about it. Her child died 
when two or three days old, and she mourned herself almost into a state 
of derangement, in consequence of it. She fell under the eare of ano- 
ther physician, who, for a biliary derangement salivated her severely. 
She was then about 40 years of age. Some time afterwards she fancied 
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that she was preynant again, when, in fact, the irregularities of her 
menstrual flux were owing to the critical period of her life. Her old 
vagaries returned upon her, and she firmly believed that she had the 
venereal disease from the same cause. I could not reason her out of it, 
and as she had fretted herself into sickness, she persuaded me to put 
her upon a course of mercury, which I told her would probably cure her, 
as it was almost or quite, a specific, My principal object was to induce 
a new disease upon her, and turn her attention from the subject of her 
delusions. JI also believed it would be of service to her on account of 
her biliary affections. I salivated her, and I thought I should hear no 
wore about her old complaints. But they soon returned upon her im- 
agination with violence. I knew that her delusions were in consequence 
of mental derangement, as her grandfather, mother, and sister had pre- 
viously been afflicted with mania. She was willing to go to the Insane 
Hospital, and her husband soon after carried her there. She was bene- 
fitted for a while, by her residence there, but soon after her return home 
she relapsed again, and again went to the hospital, and again regained 
her health, both mentally and bodily. She has now been with her fami- 
ly several years, without any return of her complaints, 

A short time ago, I was called in haste toa young man not far from 
22 years of age, who had partially castrated himself by removing one of 
his testicles with a razor. His intention was to remove both of them, 
but he bled so profasely that he was deterred by it. He lost an enor- 
mous quantity of blood, and I was obliged to tie the spermatic arteries 
as soon as possible, which I found very difficult to do, on account of the 
retraction of the cord. He had been troubled for more than a year with 
involuntary seminal emissions, which weakened him very much. He 
had a fever a little more than a year before, which left him quite debili- 
tated, and he had not entirely recovered from it. He was told by one 
of his confidential companions, that he could never be cured of the com- 
plaint in any other way than by castration. He was also told ofa 
young man in a neighboring town, who was afflicted in the same way, 
and that he performed the operation of castration upon himself, and was 
cured by it. This was the cause of this young man’s resortipg to this 
fool-hardy and dangerous act. 

In the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for 1842, I believe, there 
is an account of the operation of castration being recommended and per- 
formed by a Doctor, upon a young man, for this complaint, which cured 
him, and so would cutting off his head have cured him. The Doctor 
was =a severely criticised, and justly castigated soon after, by two em- 
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inent physicians, who exposed his folly, if not his wickedness in this 
operation, and I think he will not resert to it again. 

About the time that I commenced the practice of my profession, a 
man in a neighboring town emasculated himself with a dull case-knife, 
for alleged unfaithfulness with his wife. He cut off both testicles and 
the penis, and finally recovered. I have seen frequent accounts of self 
castration, but the wonder is in such cases, how hemorrhage can be arrest- 
ed without tying the arteries of the cord. 


Laona, WinneBaco Co., Inu., May 25, 1854. 


Placenta Previa—By O. H. TAYLOR, M. D. 


In examining the recent Medical Report from Gloucester County, N.Jd., 
I observe that Dr. Sickler has presented, with some interesting remarks, 
two cases of presentation of the placenta, in each of which, the placenta 
Was spontanes usly delivered before the birth of the child. 

The question, whether the result so happily effected by nature, in 
these instances, should ever be promoted by art, is one that has been 
canvassed of late, by obstetricians, with deep interest and anxiety. Nor 
is this surprising, when we consider the extreme urgency of the dan- 
itening the mother from hemorrhage, and the vital importance 
of the function of the placenta, even during labor, if at all protracted. 

From my own 


gers thre: 


observation and reflection on several cases of attach- 
ment of the after-birth over the os uteri, coupled with severe hemor- 
rhage, which have occurred in my practice, within the last twenty-eight 
years, I am induced to coincide with Dr. Sickler in opinion,*not only 


as to the p! ty and safi ty, but the absolut necessity, in certain cir- 


cumstances, of removing the placenta before the delivery of the child. 


That the « lished method of turning the infant in cases of severe he- 
morrha luring parturition, may be impracticable, without great delay, 
when th t slightly dilated, and presents.zigid and unyield- 
rienced practitioner is aware. The strength of the 


mother may be fatally exhausted before the hand ean be introduced 


ing edges, every 


ully 

Even in the most favorable cases, the condition of thé placenta during 
the deliv th much of its surface still adherent, and preventing the 
contract f the bleeding vessels beneath the detached portions, is in- 
ealeul: ly nn rable for an arrest of hemorrhag: 9 than if it were 


entirely detached ; and the question of danger to the child, from the re- 
moval of its external lungs before its mouth reaches the atmosphere, is 
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one of time only. If there be a possibility of a rapid delivery, we should 
not hastily allow this danger to prevent us from giving | the greatest pos- 
sible security to the parent. 

Three cases of placenta implanted over the os ial occurred to me 
in the early part of my practice, and their history proves how fatal may 
be the results of uterine hemorrhage, even during the act of turning and 
delivering the child. In each of these cases, the operation of perforating 
the after-birth, was performed in the presence, and by the counsel of the 
late distinguished Professor James, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Dr. Charles D. Meigs, now Professor of Obstetrics in Jefferson Medical 
College, being also present in consultation, in one of these cases. All 
these cases terminated fatally in a very short time after the delivery of 
the infants, which were still-born. Neither of the mothers survived 
more than three hours, and all died from the exhaustion caused by ex- 
cessive hemorrhage. 

That the operation of removing the placenta immediately, when found 
to present itself at the os uteri, is capable of being performed with safe- 
ty to both mother and child, under favorable circumstances, I am fully 
eonvinced ; but as Dr. Sickler very pertinently remarks, “the advisabil- 
ity, and determination of the conditions in which it should be practiced, 
must be decided by an induction from a larger number of cases than 
have as yet been submitted to the profession.” 

My own experience leads me to the conclusion, that when the placen- 
ta is fairly implanted over the os uteri, and is firmly attached through- 
out its borders, it can be removed before delivery, with more safety both 
to the mgther and child, than can be secured by perforating or elevating 
the edge8, and bringing the child down by the feet. 

In nearly al] the cases that I have witnessed, expulsive and efficient 
pains have been brought on soon after the placenta has been completely 
detached; and these pains have continued, so as to produce the prompt 
expulsion of the child, whenever the presentation has been natural. 

Even when the complication is coupled with a preternatural presenta- 
tion, it does not appear to me, that the immediate delivery of the pla- 
centa is necessarily contraindicated, It would be folly to dwell upon 
the imminent danger to the child in such cases; and if the hemorrhage 
be permitted to continue unchecked during the protracted delivery by 
the feet, (supposing this to be possible in the case) what will be the fate 
of the mother? Should we not give her the advantage of that arrest of 
hemorrhage, which appears so generally to follow the entire detachment 
of the placenta, even before its.positive expulsion? Certainly we should, 
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at least whenever the presentation or the condition of the patient, can be 
ascertained to be such, that very prompt delivery by the feet is imprac- 
ticable ; for then the death of the child is insured at all events; and as 
has been already hinted, it is precisely when such prompt delivery is 
most easily effected, that the danger to the child from the previous de- 
tachment is least, and the advantage to the parent, I think, indisputa- 
bly the createst. 

I throw out these few suggestions to the profession, in the hope of 
inducing the report of every fact, which may tend to decide one of the 
most important practical questions which has been mooted by obstetri- 
cal practitioners for many years. Uterine hemorrhage has long been 
the terror of both patient and physician, and any thing which tends in 
the least degree to lessen its dangers, is worthy of the most profound 
respect and serious consideration. 

Permit me then, to offer, in concluding this note, the abstract of a re- 
cent case, in which the effect upon uterine hemorrhage produced by the 
expulsion of the placenta before the delivery of the child, is happily 
illustrated 

On the 27th of April, 1853, I was requested to visit Mrs. B., om ac- 
count of a profuse and unnatural flow of blood from the uterus. She 
considered herself as being eight months advanced in pregnancy. At 
the time of my first visit, she was not complaining of much pain, though 
the hemorrhage was very considerable in amount. 

A digital examination proved that the os wferi was but slightly dila- 
ted. I directed pulv. acetat. plumbi et opii, but found it necessary also 
to apply the tampon, by means of which, the bleeding was wgstrained, 
and [ was enabled to leave my patient in an hour, 

After the lapse of eight or ten days, the flooding recurred, and the 
same treatment waa repeated, with a similar result. 

On the 15th of May following, being the 19th day after the first at- 
tack, I was again summoned to the case, and found the patient laboring 
under a hemorrhage quite as profuse, as at the time of the first visit, or 
even more so. By an examination per vaginam, I found the os wéeri 
dilated about two inches. The placenta was evidently implanted imme- 
diately over it. By pressing the index finger firmly towards the right 
ilium, I detached a portion of the adherent placenta, and was able dis- 
tinetly to recognize the presenting portion of the foetus, whieh proved to 
be the head 

Periodic pains of the regularly expulsive character were now esta- 


blished, but each was accompanied with an excessive discharge of blood 
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The imminency of the danger to the mother from hemorrhage, induw 
ced me to decide that nothing would be forfeited by following any plan 
of action calculated promptly to arrest it. I therefore proceeded to sepa- 
rate the attachments of the placenta to the uterus, in the hope that, 
possibly I might be able to thrust the after-birth back from the orifice, 
and thus enable the head to engage itself in the superior strait. On 
making the attempt to push the placenta beyond the presenting part of 
the bead, however, I found myself opposed and thwarted by the deseent 
of a large portion of the mass into the vagina. The result accorded with 
the experience adduced from the history of other and parallel cases; for 
two or three more pains completely expelled the placenta into the vagi- 
na, and the hemorrhage then instantly ceased. In five or six minutes 
more the child was born, and although reasonably a little languid at 
first, it soon began to cry, and has since been a healthy and promising 
child. 

Campen, May 22, 1854 


“Tur Caoanar or Lire,” in Women; with remarks on the periods 
usually called “ Critical.” 
By Josepn Parrisn, M. D. 
NUMBER V. 

The toach—Its valac, compared with the value of the Speenlnm—Peraiiart- 
ties of the first “Change.” The cause of Menstruations. Paberle Age. 
The last paragraph of our last Essay upon this subject, declared the 

speculum practice, per se, to be unobjectionable, but, the speculum spe- 

cialty as adopted by many, an outrage. It is but fair, as we have ven- 
tured this rather wholesale assertion, that we should present our views 
of what may be substituted for this system of inspection. This we shall 
do before we proceed to notice some of the diseases of the periods of 

“ change ;”’ for we are aware that the speculum has many strong advo- 

cates, and we would not be arrayed against them, or their system (for 

such we must call it), without offering a few suggestions on the Touch. 

The eye, it is true, presents its claim to superiority over the finger, how- 

ever delicate and sensitive may be the latter; but we claim for the touch 

more perhaps, than our vision-ary friends are disposed to grant us. And 
as we press our claim, we ask an honest hearing. 

The sense of touch has been bestowed upon us, that by it, we may 
discover the palpable qualities of bodies, their'size, consistence, &c. We 
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cannot tell the consistence of a body without touching it. If we would 
know of its sensitiveness, we must touch it. The mind may quail be- 
fore a glance of fire from the eye,—the soul, conscious of guilt, may 
tremble under the gaze of accusing innocence; but the tangible form of 
an organized, material structure, needs to be handled, that it may be 
measured, weighed, and accurately judged of. We have to do now with 
a womb, supposed to be diseased. It is certain, says the prescriber, some- 
thing is the matter. The woman is in bad health, and as the stomach, 
and liver, and kidneys, and intestines, all seem to be well, her womb 
must be out of sorts, and hence it must be looked at. Whyso? The 
liver was once diseased; there was a violent, active, inflammation, and 
did you look at the organ? No. Did you feel it? Yes. The stom- 
ach, not long ago, was the seat of an acute gastritis. Did you look at 
that? No. Did you feel it? Yes. The intestines were almost eaten 
through with ulceration, and you knew the exact spot where the process 
was going on, Did you see the spot? No. Did you feel it? Yes. 
The uterus is now supposed to be in an abnormal condition. It is 
thought to be so, because there is a “ change of life” with the patient. 
What is to be done? Is it necessary, right away to procure the specu- 
jum, and proceed to a visual examination? Is it even necessary to pre- 
scribe the Touch? In the majority of cases, not. You did not look 
at the stomach, and liver, and intestines, because you could not. The 
integuments that cover them were not made transparent, and light would 
not deviate from the laws which govern it, and hence you did not see. 
You pressed with your finger through those integuments, and measured 
the boundaries of the disease as well as you could; you heard the re- 
sponses of the patient, and recognized the points of pain, and could 
judge of their particular locality. Now, you want to see the uterus, 
though it may be very readily felt, because somebody has invent 
ed an instrument through which you may look. You have not been s0 
indelicate as to touch : you have not with your finger measured the size 
of the womb—nor judged of its sensitiveness ; you do not know whether 
it is hard or soft, and yet you must throw candle-light upon it, to an- 
swer these questions, which an intelligent touch alone can answer. 

You know, or think you do, what can be done with the speculum. We 
know, or think we do, what can be done without it. Let us compare. 
We may pass the finger directly in contact with the os uteri, without 
disturbing its position, and judge immediately of its locality. If it is too 
-high, or too low, too much anteriorly or posteriorly, we know it. What 
gan be done more with a speculum, as to position? Indeed, the rota- 
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tion of the instrument and its proper adjustment, may disturb the posi- 
tion of the organ in such manner, as materially to interfere with form- 
ing a correct diagnosis. We may touch the anterior and posterior lips, 
—press, and ask the patient if she suffers pain, and thus judge of its sen- 
sitiveness. Could the eye do more? - We may feel if it is soft or hard, 
ulcerated or congested—will the speculum answer more correctly? We 
want to know the temperature of the organ, and surrounding parts. The 
quality in this respect, is imparted to the finger. Is it to the eye? Im- 
mediately connected with temperature, is the question of moisture. How 
much secretion is there, and what its kind? Cun the eye discern better 
than its more humble adjunct? 

The color and consistency of the secretion, it is important to reeognize. 
May not this be brought to view upon the napkin, by the finger, and 
judged of more accurately than at the apex of the vagina, through a tube, 
and by an artificial light? Then, with reference to the weight of the 
organ, which is not an unimportant item in the diagnostic to be sought. 
Will not the sentient fibrils tell as true a story as the nervus opticus ? 
Who can doubt it? But we will not be so unreasonable as to assert 
that the speculum is a useless instrument. We believe to the contra- 
ry. While by the touch we may appreciate structural changes in the 
organ—measure its bulk, and judge of its consistency, the speculum 
may be used to observe the limits of excoriation, or whatever form of 
lesion may be present. At the same time, without it, we may judge 
with tolerable accuracy, from analagous appearances in other parts of 
the body. An ulcer upon the cervix uteri, will not perhaps differ much 
from an ulcer upon the leg, and the surrounding tissues‘in either ease, 
may be marked by similar appearances. The treatment will be founded 
upon the same principles, though there may be a difference in the mode 
of its application. We cannot therefore admit that there is a very great 
variety of cases, where this instrument, valuable as it may be sometimes, 
is really needful. Indeed, we readily conceive of some, where the use 
of it would be manifestly improper. They are these—In very young 
persons, the hymen must be lacerated, (as has often been done by skil- 
ful operators), and the injury resulting from such introduction, is, we 
venture to believe, and declare, more serious in the majority of cases, 
than the original complaint, if really any may have existed, for the dis 
covery of which the speculum was used. In very old persons, or even 
in those of matronly age, who often think themselves the victims of 
uterine disorder after the cessation of the menses, the vagina is contract- 
ed, from a natural shrinking of the muscles. And from cicatrices of old 
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injuries, or diseases, there may be tough fibrous bands stretched across 
its caliber, so as materially to interfere with the introduction of the in- 
strument. Again, in cases of irritable uterus, or irritable vagina, or se- 
vere inflammation of the parts, the diseased action, is very liable to 
be aggravated, whether it be a primary irritation, or a well developed 
phlogosis, by the distension, and suffering consequent upon its use. 
We therefore denounce the premiere resort to the speculum as unphi- 
losophical, unnecessary, and dangerous. At the same time we admit 
that as a derniere means, it may be used in many cases, The rule should 
be this. Cultivate the touch,—teach the finger to its utmost power, and 
remember that in doing this, the mind acts more acutely, and as it acts, 
becomes stronger, and more accurate in judgment. When the finger 
fails to detect the difficulty, use the speculum—use it too, of necessity, 
where local treatment is demanded ; but use it not, where it may not be 
imperatively necessary. 

Now we ask the intelligent mind of an enlightened profession, if this 
view of the case is not a correct one. We ask the moral sense of a yir- 
tuous profession, if the sanctity of woman’s nature should be violated 
by needless exposure? We say needless, because we believe the specn- 
lum fashion may often drive ifs votaries to extravagances, which if they 
do not now, they may soon regret. If the opinion here offered, should 
be proved by the experience of others, to be well founded, and the spe- 
eulum specialty loose its hold upon the professional favor of many, the 
worst result that we can anticipate, would be the preservation of a strict- 
er morality, even at the expense of some scientific attainment. 

Another consideration. It may be that symptoms of constitutional 
disturbance, in cases of uterine disorder, are too much overlooked, by 
a constant reference of the mind to the idea of locality in disease, and 
by an application of remedies alone to the organ itself. This is natural, 
and to a certain degree, rational. But a more extended investigation, 
which observes critically the whole constitution of the patient, as it dis- 
plays its Biotic force in the great efferent, and afferent circle, whether of 
nerves, or of circulating tubes, embracing the organic life, from the 
capillary springs, to the great reservoir, which drives the wheels of ex- 
istence, is more likely to result in the good of the patient, and the hon- 
or of science. 

May we not then with fairness, invite the admirers of the speculum 
specialty to study the constitutions of their patients, and to scatter a 
little of their wisdom to their finger cnds, and perhaps, in the careful 
manipulations which they may make, healing virtue may be imparted 
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to the subjects of their counsel, while female modesty shall be saved a 
shock, the tendency of which is to impair, if not to paralyze its strength. 

It would have been inconsistent with our object in communicating 
the series of Essays, of which this is the fifth, to overlook the subject 
we are at present considering. And though it may seem irrelevant to 
some, we trust the views that are herein announced, may meet with a 
candid criticism, by the honest minds of our profession; and if they 
should be proved to be unsound, no one will be more prompt to re- 
nounce them, than the writer. Having devoted this much space to the 
speculum, and the touch, we may now go on to consider, in order, some 
of the peculiarities of the various changes in female life. We 
shall consider the first change—that which occurs in girlhood. Refer- 
ence has already been made to it, in its natural advent. It becomes us 
now, to point out some of the abnormal symptoms, that accompany its 
appearance, as well as to inquire into its uses, its elements, &e. This 
is necessary to a proper appreciation of the entire subject. Woman her- 
self should know it. She has as much right to do so, as to learn about 
the gastrie juice of her stomach, or the bile that is secreted in her liver. 

In Number two of this series, we spoke of the time of the menstrual 
appearance, of its average quantity, of the coincident growth of the en- 
tire organism, as well as of the particular organs concerned in its de- 
velopement. With the general idea already established in the mind, 
that the uterus is the source of the flow, we may now present the ac. 
knowledged theory of its cause, and proceed in course to other subjects 
as they may present themselves. To appreciate this properly, we must 
recognize a forcee—a vis vitale—es we have elsewhere called it, acting with 
an energetic impulse, during every moment of existence, not only to re+ 
gulate the growth of the body, but to animate it, and give it the ability 
to grow. As we have already shown, this force exists in all living 
creatures. We have presented it in the seed, the germ, the ovule, in 
speaking of the exhibition of life power, in the developement of the 
special organs connected with reproduction. We must introduce it 
again here, for the sake of applying it. Menstruation, when it occurs, 
is the first indication that there is the ovule, or rudiment, existing in 
the individual, that will enable her to become a mother. 

Dividing the great life force, into the several departments manied 
with life function, we have in the instance before us, the reproductive 
force, of which menstruation is the sign. In its periodicity it resembles 
all living things. What is there in nature that is not periodical ? What 
that does not change? Menstruation then, proves the existence of an 
39 
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ovule—the ovule contains the germinating principle, and the germina- 
ting principle, when it becomes active, under circumstances favorable 
for developement, produces—and produces from time to time, as the 
tree yields its fruit, or the flower its bloom, and fragrance, when under 
the control of influences designed to evolve its latent powers. 

The human female exhibits this force monthly. The ovary is the in- 
strument through which it is exhibited. It is as we have already said, 
part of the life-foree ; that part which developes itself in the generative 
system, and is hence ealled the generative force. It begins in the ovary, 
because the ovary is the beginning of this particular system. Without 
it, there could be no reproduction. Imagine then the ovary—an ovoid 
body containing a multitude of exceedingly minute vesicles, each one 
distinct in itself, but congregated en masse. Imagine each vesicle en- 
dowed inherently with the power of projecting its contained ovule, and 
this power under the dominion of the law of periodicity, which is seen 
in all animated nature. As the projectile force is being expended at 
the appointed time, all the tissues concerned in the formation of the 
genital system sympathize with the effort. The nerves are more sensi- 
tive; the blood-vessels, already exceedingly abundant and turgid, are 
aroused to greater activity, and in relieving themselves of temporary 
engorgement, exhibit the phenomenon of menstruation. This descrip- 
tion is sufficiently minute to be understood by every intelligent reader, 
and to convey a truthful idea of the fact. Itis to be understood then, that 
the menstrual flow is blood. What kind of blood it is, whether arterial, or 
venous, or a mixture of both, is a question that the wise dispute about. 
Some deny its being blood, and call it a peculiar secretion, to be found 
nowhere else. Perhaps it may be. It matters not to us in our pre- 
sent inquiry. Women call it blood, because it looks like it, and it may 
suffice to consider it as such. There is high authority in favor of both 
sides of the question. 

We are now, however, at the age of puberty. We have described in 
a former essay, the changes in developement, both mental and physical, 
occurring at this “critical period.” If those changes do not occur, 
something must be wrong. It is just as unnatural for the girl not to 
change into womanhood, as it is for the woman not to pass the second 
crisis, and become the matron of maturer years. The latter is depen- 
dent upon the former. Suppose there should be an interruption to the 
changes of puberic age, what would be its most probable appearance ? 
Almost every mother can tell. She does not see her daughter of thirteen, 
more or less, running up like a wild stem of the forest, tall, thin, and 
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tender, without anxiety. She wants to see her grow laterally—spread 
outwards, as well as upwards. And when she sees her thus growing, 
slender and pale, she fears that there is some irregularity of sexual de- 
velopement. Perhaps the demand made by the life-foree upon the 
blood, for osseus, muscujar, nerve, and membrane tissue, has been so 
great as to deprive the reproductive-force of its share of supply ; and 
hence, with an increase in one department, there has been a correspond- 
ing subtraction from another. Reverse this picture, and the scene is re- 
versed. How shall it be regulated? ‘This is a simple question, which 
we shall attempt to answer in our next Essay. 


PHILADELPHIA, June, 1854. 
(TO BE CONT:NUED.) 
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PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES, 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


(ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES.) 


The Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania, held its Annual 
Session, May 31, 1854, at the Court House in the city of Pottsville. In 
the absence of the President, the meeting was called to order at 11 
o'clock, A. M., by Dr. Confer, one of the Vice-Presidents. 

Dr. Condie, of Philadelphia, was appointed Recording Secretary, to 
supply the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Henry 8. Patterson. 

A committee on the credentials of Delegates, reported Delegates 
from Berks, Bradford, Blair, Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Huntingdon, 
Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh, Mifflin, Montgomery, Northampton, Perry, 
Philadelphia, and Schuylkill counties; of whom fifty-nine were present. 

The Committee of Publication presented their report, which was re- 
ceived and ordered on file. 

The Treasurer presented his report, showing a balance in his hands, in 
favor of the Society, of $62, and a balance due by the Society on ac- 
count of printing Transactions of 1853, of $71.86. | Assessments still 
due from Erie, Lycoming, Mercer, and York County Medical Societies. 

Referred to an auditing committee, consisting of Drs. Parrish, Van 
Buskirk, and Hale, who reported the same to be correct. 

The following items of unfinished business were reported as appearing 
on the minutes of the last session, namely : 
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Report from a committee appointed to report in regard to the collee- 
tion of samples of drugs, and preparations. 

Report from committee on gratuitous public vaccination. 

Report from committee on vaccination and preservation of Kine Pock. 

Dr. Hollingsworth, on behalf of the Chairman of the committee on 
samples of drugs, ete., tendered an apology for the’non-presentation of a 
report, when, on motion, the committee was continued, with instruc- 
tions to report at the next session. 

Dr. Carpenter, on behalf of the committee on vaccination, and the 
preservation of vaccine matter, stated that the committee had not been 
enabled to prepare, in time, for presentation at the present meet- 
ing, all the materials for their report, but hoped to be able to have it 
completed by the next session. 

The committee on gratuitous vaccination of the poor, reported, that 
in their opinion, the main object originally contemplated by this Socie- 
ty, in appointing said committee to memorialize the legislature of the 
State, for the passage of an act providing for the gratuitous vaccination 
of the poor throughout the commonwealth, may be more effectually se- 
cured through the action of the authorities of the several counties, than 
by the appointment of special officers by the state. In accordance with 
which views, they presented the following resolution. 

Resolved, That in order to extend the benefits of vaccination «s far as 
possible among the inhabitants of this commonwealth, the State Medi- 
eal Society urge upon the several organized County Medical Societies of 
the state, to exert their influence to induce the public authorities of their 
respective counties, to adopt prompt measures for as general an exten- 
sion of vaccination, as may be practicable, and to render it imperative 
upon those who are charged with the direction and control of schools, 
public as well as private, to require, before receiving any pupil, a writ- 
ten certificate from some properly authorized physician, that he or she 
has undergone successful vaccination. 

Which resolution was unanimously adopted, and on motion of Dr 
Betton, the report of the committee was directed to be printed, and a 
copy sent to each of the County Societies in the state, and in counties 
where no Society is yet organized, to the Superintendent of the Public 
Schools. 

The Secretary, Dr. Walker, reported that he had fulfilled the duty 
enjoined upon him by the resolution of last Session, to be found on 
page 16 of the printed minutes. 


A committee, composed of one from each county represented, nomina- 
ted by the respective delegations, was created to nominate officers for 
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the ensuing year. The said committee being empowered, also, to select 
the place for the session of the Society in 1855. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The President, Dr. Heister, read the Annual Address. 

On motion of Dr. Jewell, the thanks of the Society were presented to 
Dr. Heister, for his very able address, and a copy requested for publica- 
tion in the Transactions. 

Reports from the Berks and Blair County Medical Societies were 
presented and read, and, on motion, referred to the committee of Publi- 
cation. 

MORNING SESSION.—JUNE 1, 1854. 


On motion of Dr. Kennedy, a committee was appointed to prepare and — 
submit to the next session of the Society, printed forms for county re- 
ports, so worded as to facilitate the preparation of said reports, and to 
secure greater fulness and uniformity therein. Committee, Drs. Ken- 
nedy, Condie, Hollingsworth. 

On motion of Dr. Cassady, a committee on obituary notices of deceas- 
ed members of County Societies was appointed. Committee, Drs. M. B 
Smith, Carpenter, Mayburry. 

A number of amendments to the Constitution were offered, to enable 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society to re-organize and change its 
title, in accordance with the change in the political organization of the 
county of Philadelphia ; when, on motion of Dr. Jewell, the whole sub- 
ject was referred to the delegates from said county, with instructions to 
report this afternoon. 

A series of resolutions in relation to the preparation of reports from 
County Societies, was presented by Dr. Wythes, and referred to the 
committee on form for county reports. 

Reports from the Medical Societies of the following counties, were 
presented and read, and, on motion, referred to the committee on publi- 
cation—Bradford, Chester, Delaware, Huntingdon, Lebanon, Lehigh, 
Mifflin, and Montgomery. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Philadelphia county delegation, to whom the subject was refer- 
red, presented the following preamble and resolution : 

Wuereas, by the recent action of the legislature of the State of 
Pennsylvania, the city and districts of Philadelphia county have been 
consolidated under one municipal government ; therefore, Resolved, that 
should the Philadelphia County Medical Society consider it expedient 
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to re-organize, and to change its title in correspondence with the new 
political organization of the county, it shall have, when so re-organized, 
all the rights and privileges of the present Philadelphia County Society, 
and that the Constitution of the State Society be amended by inserting 
in the second line of section 2, art. III, the words “and from the Phi- 
ladelphia City Medical Society.” 

The said resolution, including the amendment to the constitution, 
were unanimously adopted. 

The committee for nomination of officers reported the following. 

President.—Jacon M. GEMMILL, of Huntingdon county. 
Vice Presidents.—Wi1LsSon JEWELL, Philadelphia county, 

Witi1aM House, Schuylkill county, 

E. W. HAs, Mifflin county, 

A. K. Gaston, Chester county. 
Recording Secretaries.—D. F. Conpi8, Philadelphia county ; 

H. CARPENTER, Lancaster county. 
Corresponding Secretary.—Joun NEIL1, Philadelphia county. 
Treasurer.—FRANcIs West, Philadelphia county. 
CENSORS. 

Ist, and 2d, Districts.—J. B. Biddle, Philad: Iphia county ; John T. 
Huddleson, Delaware county; Hiram Corson, Montgomery county ; P. 
Cassady, Lancaster county ; William Gries, Berks county ; Charles H. 
Martin, Lehigh county; R. E. James, Northampton county; G. F. 
Horten, Bradford county. 

8d, and 4th, Districts —Thomas Wood, Lycoming county; J. B. 
Luden, Huntingdon county ; Joseph Henderson, Mifflin county; Wm. 
H. Mellvaine, York county ; J. H. Case, Perry county. 

5th, and 6th, Districts —I. P. Gazzam, Alleghany county; W. An- 
derson, Alleghany county; James Dickson, Alleghany county; C. F. 
Perkins, Erie county ; John T. Ray, Mercer county. 


DELEGATES TO AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


J. P. Heister, Berks county ;W.H. Townsend, Chester county ; Chas. 
Innes, Northampton county; John G. Koehler, Schuylkill county ; 
J. H. Dorsey, Huntingdon county ; Henry Carpenter, Lancaster coun- 


ty; John A. Martin, Montgomery county; David Moses, Lehigh county; 
James Galbraith, Perry county; Jacob M. Confer, Blair county; R. K. 
Sm‘th, Delaware, county; John Dyer, Bucks county; Joseph Hender- 
son, Mifflin county. 

The committee also reported, that they had selected Hollidaysburg 
for the place of meeting of the Society in 1855. 
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The committee was continued with instructions to nominate the ad- 
ditional members of the committee of publication. 

Reports from the following county Medical Societies, were presented 
and read, and, on motion, referred to the committee of Publication, 
namely, Perry, Philadelphia, and Schuylkill. 

The committee on nominations reported the following gentlemen to 
constitute, with the Recording Secretaries and Treasurer, the committee 
of Publication:—Francis G. Smith, Samuel Lewis, Robert P. Thomas. 

The committee on obituary notices, presented a report, with the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the several County Societies, be earnestly solicited to 
append to their annual reports to the State Society, brief notices of such 
of their members as may have died during the year. 

Dr. Parrish, on behalf of the Chester County Medical Society, pre- 
sented the following questions : 

Ist. Does dysentery prevail most in those sections of eountry in which 
there is little or no iron in the soil ? 

2d. Do paralysis and other nervous diseases, prevail most in those sec- 
tions of country in which iron is diffused through the soil ? 

3d. Does the clearing off of the timber, tend to increase affections of 
the nerves and of the intestines—and if so, why ? 

On motion, referred to a special committee—Drs. A. K. Gaston, W. 
M. Guilford, A. Hoger, L. E. Kitchen, Charles E. Hoffman. 

Dr. Corson presented the following resolution, which was referred to 
the committee on forms of county reports. 


Resolved, That it should be distinctly stated in those county reports, 
in which reference is made to the influence of limestone formations in 
the production or modification of diseases, whether the limestone lies 
near the surface, or at a great depth, and if the latter is the case, what 
covers it. Also, whether the water used for drinking and cooking is 
impregnated or not, with calcareous matter. 


Dr. R. K. Smith, presented a resolution which was adopted, that the 
preamble and resolutions of Dr. Emerson, adopted in 1852, and re-adopt- 
ed at the session of 1853, be printed, and a copy sent to each County 
Society now organized, and in those counties where no County Society 
exists, to such members of the medical profession as the Secretary may 
select, and that the expense of carrying this resolution into effect be 
assessed upon the county Societies. 

Dr. W. T. Bladen presented a resolution approving of a black list, 
adopted by the Medical Society of Reading, which, on motion, was laid 
on the table. 
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A list of the officers and members of the Lancaster County Medical 
Society was pres nted, and ordered on file. 

On motion of Dr. Walker, the Constitution and By-Laws of this Society 
and the Code of Ethics, were directed to be appended to the next volume 
of Transactions 

On motion of Dr. West, the committee of publication were instructed to 
append to the title page of the Annual volumes of Transactions, a dis- 
claimer, on the part of the State Society, of any responsibility for the 
facts and opinions contained in the addresses and reports published there- 
in, as having been read before the said society. 

On motion of Dr. Thomas, the resolution offered by Dr. Emerson at 
the last session, and indefinitely postponed, (see page 16, printed min- 
utes) was taken up and passed. The resolution has reference to the 
presentation at the sessions of the Society, of abstracts of reports over 
fifteen pages in length. 

Redolutions in reference to the death of Dr. Francis 8. Burrows, of 
Lancaster, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, of Dr. Henry 8. 
Patterson, of Philadelphia, one of the Re«ording Secretaries, and of Dr 


Joseph D. St wart, of Philadelphia, were presented, and unanimously 


adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Smith, it was unanimously Mesolved, That the of- 
ficers’ named in the report of the committee of nomination, be declared 
the officers of this Society for the ensuing year. 

Votes of thanks were tendered to the President and officers for the 
able and courteous manner in which they performed their duties ; to the 
Commissioners of Schuylkill county, for the use of the very beautiful 
and commodious room in the Court House at Pottsville, for the meetings 
of the Society; and to the medical profession of Pottsville, for the cor- 
dial and hospitable manner in which they provided for the accommoda- 
tion of the sessions of the Society, and their attention to the members. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet in Hollidaysburg, on the last 
Wednesday in May, 1855, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES 


Woman ; Her Diseases and Remedies. A series of letters to his class, 
by Cuartes D. Metas, M. D., Professor of Midwifery and the Dis- 
eases of Women and Children, in the Jefferson Medical College of Phi- 
ladelphia; member of the American Medical Association; of. the 
American Philosophical Seciety, and of the Council; Vice-President 
of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; late, one of the Phy- 
sicians to the Lying-in Department of the Pennsylvania Hospital, &c. 
Third edition, revised and enlarged: Philadelphia. Blanchard and 
Lea, 1854. 

We have spent some hours over this book, and they have been hours 
of much interest. It is a book remarkably characteristic of its author. 
If there was no other “sign,” as a way-mark to point to him, but this, 
the traveller that would look and read, might easily know “ what manner 
of man he is.” Perhaps we may call it a scientific novel,“ found- 
ed on fact.” Midwifery poetized, will be a better name. Not rhymed 
—but dotted all through with 

“Rich carvings, portraitures, and imagery.” 

Familiar letters to his class, and familiar dialogues with his patients, 
constitute the style of the work. Its material is wrought out of the 
mine of experience. The lore of sages long buried, and yet living, is 
taken in pearly parcels, ffom the store-house of ancient and modern 
obstetrical literature, to garnish and attract; while substantial and en- 
during truth, developed, and confirmed by long labor in the profession, 
furnishes the corner stone of the structure. Some people find fault 
with the book. It is thought to be too conversational ; and then the 
great idea meant to be inculeated by it, that the people have a right to 
know for themselves, what is the pathology of their diseases, and what 
the treatment, is objected to, because it popularizes the science of medi- 
cine, and brings it down to the common sense of the people. The truth 
is, the common sense of the people is rapidly coming up to the point, 
at which even the most profound doctor may stand, and in contemplat- 
ing the range of his intellect, confess that all men have an equal right 
to the boon of knowledge. 

We would not insinuate that our author is a /eveller, in the common ac- 
ceptation of the term, but that he recognizes in the book before us, the 
40 
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growing intelligence of the people, and prescribes, and converses, as with 
intelligent beings. It seems to be his aim to secure a positive submis- 
sion to his professional advice, by convincing his patients of the propri- 
ety of his counsel, rather than by enforcing obedience by the acknowledg- 
ed supremacy of professional authority. 

In this, we think there is wisdom. We judge from our own limited 
experience, especially with inquiring female minds. Faith and obedi- 
ence, cannot take the place of the reasoning and investigating propensi- 
ty, in matters connected with one another. It is hard enough to bring 
them to bear upon subjects that have their relation with the unknown, 
and unseen. Alas! how little do they act; even here. Dr. Meigs be- 
lieves that quackery finds its most fruitful source, in the darkened minds 
of the people ; that it enjoys a blind credulity, and revels, where igno- 
rance flourishes. Ignorance of medicine—not a general want of infor- 
mation. Perhaps he is right. We are inclined to think he is. Hence, 
he makes his patients his students ; students at least of themselves, and 
thus they are disciplined, as well as dosed—trained to keep well, while 
eured of being sick. So much for this feature of the book. The dis- 
eases of women are presented in the familiar, and yet poetic style refer- 
red to, with a good deal of detail. Prolapsus uteri is treated of as a 
dislocation, and the treatment recommended, the same as that for other 
dislocations,—by rest, splints, &c. The pessary is preferred to external 
support. It is the splint for this kind of dislocation, after the uterus 
has been placed in situ. 

We are glad to have the authority of Dr. Meigs, in favor of views 
already presented in this Journal, on the speculum practice. He calls 
the use of the speculum uteri, a “flagrant act—an act inexcusable, save 
under the duresse of a conviction that it is needful for the safety of the 
woman.” Again, “I am convinced that a very experienced or erudite 
touch, a tactus erucditus, can often report to the practitioner’s intelligence, 
all that he shall require to know of the case.” And yet in cases requi- 
ring it, the speculum is advised, and minute directions given how to use 
it. We could enumerate many points of value, and great interest, to be 
found among the six hundred and sixty-six pages of this volume, and 
perhaps some, to which we might make objection, but we have neither 
time nor room, and must forbear. All who want to preserve a portrait- 
ure of an eminent writer, and lecturer on this subject, that is true to the 


life, should get “ Woman and her Diseases,” by Meigs. 
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Tue SciENCE AND art or Surerery; Being a Treatise on Surgical 
injuries, diseases, and operations. By Joun Ericusen, Professor 
of Surgery in University College, and Surgeon to University College 
Hospital. Edited by Jonn H. Brinton, M.D. Illustrated by three 
hundred and eleven engravings on wood. One vol., pp 908. Phila- 
delphia, Blanchard and Lea. 


Mr. Erichsen has given us in this work, a most complete synopsis of 
the “‘Seience and Art’’ of Surgery; such as renders it worthy of a high 
place among the numerous text books upon the subject. Whatever dif- 
ferences of opinion may arise, in regard to the “ Science” of the pathe- 
logical ideas of the author, few, we think, can object to the mode in 
whieh the “art” is practically advised. 

We would especially call attention to the second chapter on “ Gene- 
ral considerations on operations,” In this, as in many other places, we 
discover that the author ranks with the conservatives in Surgery. “ The 
practice of operating, he says “in notoriously hopeless cases, with the 
view of giving the patient what is called a last chance, is much to be 
deprecated, and should never be done. It is by operating under such 
circumstances, especially in cancerous diseases, that much discredit has 
resulted to Surgery; for, ina great number of instances the patient's 
death is hastened by the procedure ; which instead of giving him a last 
chance, only causes him to be despatched sooner than would otherwise 
have happened.” 

Chloroform is the anwsthetic agent, advised unequivocally, to the ut. 
ter exclusion of ether, which the American editor says, is now generally 
employed in this country, as it is thought to be less dangerous. Nation- 
al prejudice, and the extraordinary chloroform statistics of the London 
Hospitals, are sufficient to account for this preference ; but we should 
have thought ether at least worthy of mention. The chapters upon the 
blood-vessels, are particularly full, and the entrance of air into veins is 
discussed at length. The author says that he is satisfied that death oe- 
curs in these cases “in consequence of the air and blood being beaten 
up together in the right cavities of the heart, into a spumous froth 
which cannot be propelled through the pulmonary vessels: Hence, there 
is a deficient supply of blood to the brain and the nervous centres, and 
fatal syncope comes on, attended usually by convulsions.” The prac- 
tice of applying ligatures to the distal, as well as the proximal side of # 
wounded artery, is strongly urged. In regard to fractures, we shall on- 
ly notice the opinion of Mr. Erichsen as to the use of the starch band- 
age, which we think is well worthy the attention of American Surgeons, 
He says that “until the past year, he did not think it safe practice to 
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have recourse to it until the swelling of the limb had begun to subside,” 
but that latterly he has followed the plan of Leusin’s, in at least fifty or six- 
tv fractures of all kinds, putting the limb in the starch apparatus immedi- 
ately upon the occurrence of the injury, and has found the practice ex- 
tremely successful, as he thinks “ that the moderate pressure of the band- 
ages, aided probably, by the great evaporation that goes on during the 
drying of so extensive and thick a mass of wet starch, and which pro- 
duces distinct sensations of cold in the limb, takes down the extravasa- 
tion most effectually, and enables the patient usually, to leave his bed 
about the third day after the injury ; when the fracture is in the leg or 
ankle, and about the sixth, when it is the thigh that is broken.” 

The chapter on aneurisms, is especially worthy of attention, and the 
subjects of diseased bones and joints, are much more fully treated of 
than is common in works of the kind. To particularize much more, 
would extend a notice like the present, to too great a length, but we 
cannot forbear quoting the author's opinion in regard to the feasibility 
of a practice much advocated by some of the profession,—that of cauteri- 
zation of the larynx. 

After remarking that the practice is spoken of “as if this were a pro- 
ceeding that could be adopted with as little difficulty as passing a sponge 
into the nares, he says, “that not only does physiology and ordinary 
experience, tend to disprove the possibility of such a procedure, but re- 
peated experiments, both on the living and on dead subjects, have led 
me to the conclusion that it is utterly impossible to pass a whalebone, 
whether curved or straight, armed with a sponge, beyond, or even between 
the true vocal cords. And further, “I have little doubt that in those 
cases, in which the sponge has been supposed to have passed between 
and beyond the vocal cords, and in which the operator speaks of having 
felt the constriction exercised by these, in its entry and exit, it has in 
reality not entered the larynx at all, but has been passed behind this 
tube, into the wsophagus, the constriction being produced by its pas- 
sage beyond the projection of the thyroid and cricoid cartilages, and 
that the caustic solution has been applied to the mucous membrane in 
this situation, instead of to that lining the interior of the air passages.” 

The latter part of the book is devoted to the diseases of, and opera- 
tions on the genito-urinary organs, which are treated of very explicitly. 
Before closing our notice, we must be allowed to repeat, that this is de- 
cidedly one of the best text books yet issued. Dr. Brinton has incorpo- 
rated with the text almost all that is important or peculiar to American 


Surgery, and has thereby greatly enhanced its value to the American 
student W. Ul. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE CHANGE IN THE MEDICAL LAW. 


These are wonderful times. Times of great adventure. Times, when 
men are free to risk much that is valuable in trade and commercial spec- 
ulation; and strange to tell, when some prefer to sustain the opinions 
and practices of the ignorant, the pretending, or the knavish in medi- 
cine, to the sterling, long-tried, and stil] enduring truths of science. En- 
terprise in commerce, and the heels-over-head fashion that marks the 
spirit of trade, has certainly found its way into some departments of me- 
dicine. These disturbed, and disturbing elements, with their noise and 
glitter, have some how got hold of the legislative heart of New Jersey. 
We will not say mind, for legislators at Trenton, have not within a 
few years, exhibited many qualities, that would indicate the possession 
of much capital of this sort! though we freely admit, they have shown 
some heart in their work. They have much heartfelt sympathy with 
party interests,—they have much of it with those miserable factions in 
society where rum is the ruling spirit, and where legislators who are fond 
of the “creature,” or of the vates of his bondmen, are the “gods” that 
are worshipped under his inspiration. Such is the lamentable truth. 
It is no marvel then, as year after year, they have resisted the cries and 
prayers of thousands of their constituents, who have asked that they 
should remove a great curse from their midst; that now, in the hour of 
their wicked triumph, they should put their heel upon the long ac- 
knowledged law that has declared empiricism in medicine, illegal. But 
they have done it, and who will suffer? Not the medical profession cer- 
tainly, for that has a firmer basis than legislative authority. Not the 
Medical Society certainly, for that existed before the State, and had its 
foundation in moral and scientific truth. Its code is more enduring, than 
the statutes of the commonwealth, and its interests so identified of ne- 
cessity, with the interests of the people, that the faint breath of an 
ephemeral legislation may not dissipate it. Whence then, the cause of 
complaint? It is here. The standard of morals is lowered by opening 
wide the door to advertising quacks to come in, and filch the pockets of 
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the unwary, for the poor privilege of drenching their stomachs with se- 
eret nostrums, by the quart. The priaciple is a wrong one, as the prac- 
tice of it is daily proving. The elevated position that science has 
long held, and always will hold, has received a thrust from the hand of 
legislative authority, which indicates a want of intelligence in law ma- 
kers, that must impair their influence, and usefulness. But the excuse 
is, that the broad philanthropy, and enlightened democracy of the 
New Jersey legislature, could not acknowledge the principle of confer- 
ring special privileges. In New Jersey, that ought not to be tolerated. 
They would not sanction a monopoly in medicine. Oh, no! monopolies 
are obnoxious to Jerseymen, This was never asked of them. Had it 
been offered, it would have been spurned. The medical laws of New 
Jersey, were not instituted, or sustained as a protection to the Medical 
Society. They conferred upon it no more actual benefit than it now enjoys. 
But their object was to protect the people from imposture ; to testify in 
favor of scientific medicine. The profession was not the better, but the 
people, for these regulations. The medical mind, in its investigations 
after truth, was not a whit strengthened by the legislative countenance ; 
but the people’s health, and purses were in a measure kept out of the 
hands of intruding emperics. Now, the tables are turned, and every 
body who can buy a parchment from a pseudo-College, may go to New 
Jersey, by invitation of its legislature of 1854, to practice deception. 
Perhaps the Legislature congratulates itself, that the first stroke has been 
given to “monopoly”’ in the State of New Jersey. They called the Medical 
Society by that name, so odious to Jerseymen, and they have attempt- 
ed to purge it of its sins, but have unfortunately taken the bitter dose 
themselves! They were cunning men, who managed this affair. Not 
wise, for a wise man has said, what all history has confirmed, that 
“ Canning is the Ape of wisdom.” 

They stood before the credulous legislature, and asked it, as the 
erafty, low-minded boy asks his playmate, to shut his eyes, and open his 
mouth; and while expecting to get a sweet morsel, the bitter draught 
was thrown down his wide, and willing esophagus. 

We know the people of New Jersey well enough to believe, that their 
good sense revolts at this little piece of State-House trickery. We fear 
only for the honor of law, and the beauty of moral principle, while we 
shudder at the knavery, and pretension of those, who for want of hon- 
esty enough, or knowledge enough, have sought this means of gaining 
access to the people. 

What shall the profession do? is a question not unfrequently asked. 











1854.} Editorial. 831 


Shall this ignorant legislation go unnoticed by the Society, whose re- 
putation, and usefulness, it is intended to impair? We will not answer. 
Though we may not refrain from expressing our individual belief, 
that it ought not to be resisted, exeept by the honest expression of op- 
posite principles. This, the Society, it seems to us, might do, with 
perfect consistency. Indeed, it is a question whether it does not owe it 
to the public, and to itself, to make a plain statement of its history, its 
object, and its conservative policy, and submit to an intelligent citizen- 
ship, the examination of the whole subject. If the people prefer to open 
the State to all kinds of pretension, and fraud in medicine, let them do 
it, and let the Medical Society respond Amen! after it shall have de- 
elared its own principles, and its determination to maintain them. A 
dignified protest against this unwise, and to be repented of proceeding, 
may well become the venerable Association, that for nearly a century, 
has sought the firm establishment of scientific medicine in New Jersey, 
—but nothing more. We should regret to see any-controversy with 
misguided people, or unsound, and unsafe systems. Contact itself 
would be vile. We would rather elevate the cause of true medicine 
above the reach of petty—crawling—slimy empiricism, and let it stand, 
too proud to bow, save to the ever extending, and conquering sceptre of 
truth and Science. 


sar We would invite the attention of our New Jersey readers to the 
call for a special meeting of the Medical Society of New Jersey, on 
Tuesday, the 11th instant. 

Business of importance bearing on the interests of the profession, and 
of the public will be brought before the Society, and it is to be hoped 
that there will be a full attendance. 

Delegates to the Annual Meeting in January last, hold office until 
new ones are appointed. 


SOL 


pay We have been disappointed in not receiving the fifth of the series 
of articles on the History of the American Medical Association, in sea- 
son for the present issue. It may be expected in onr next, together 
with the portrait and biographical sketch of John C. Warren, M. D., of 
Boston. 


We have several articles on hand for our next number. 
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WELCH'’S SPLINTS. 

We have recently procured a set of these splints, the invention of 
Benjamin Welch, M. D., of Lakeyille, Conn. We have, as yet, had no 
practical experience with them, but they possess features which commend 
them to the attention of Surgeons. Their peculiarity consists in the com- 
bination of the firmness of woody fibre with the elasticity of gutta percha. 


“The Splints consist of light and elastic cases or coverings, formed 
of very thin strata or layers of wood or ‘cut veneers,’ cemented togeth- 
er by interlayers of gutta percha, of such thickness as is required to 
maintain their form, and pressed into the form of the pert for which 
they are designed.” . P + ? 

“This may be introduced in any proportion required to give strength 
and durability and resistance to the action of fluids, and when properly 
applied, it adheres with more firmness to the wood, than the fibres of 
the wood do to themselves. Another circumstance atténding this ar- 
rangement, of considerable practical importance is, that the Splints are 
made more flexible and elastic in the lateral or parallel direction of the 
fibres of the wood, than in the longitudinal; hence, what may seem 
somewhat paradoxical, they readily accommodate themselves to changes 
in the dimensions of the limb, resulting from increase or diminution of 
inflammation, or from interstitial absorption, while they give perfect 
support to the injured or diseased part. When necessary to ma them 
to limbs of individuals differing in the form and size of their limbs, they 
are made sufficiently flexible by immersion in hot water, or simply en- 
veloping the Splint, or such portion of it as may be necessary, in cloths 
wet with hot water for a few minutes, and then, on cooling, they will 
immediately become unyielding and elastic as before. This peculiarity 
ean searcely be too highly appreciated, for of all the materials hereto- 
fore proposed capable of being moulded to the part and hardening after 
the Splints are applied, none has been found which has not proved de- 
cidedly defective in practice. They possess great strength and durabili- 
ty, so that the same Splint may be used a long time, and for the treat- 
ment of many cases of fracture. They do not preclude the use of evap- 
orating lotions, water-dressings, or moisture, in any manner applied, ex- 
cept when heated much above the tewperature of the body. They are 
applied with great facility, rendering the dressings simple and easy to 
both surgeon and patient, and allow constant access to the injured part, 
to detect inflammation at its commencement, or any irregularity in the 
position of the bones ; and after the tendency to inflammation has sub- 
sided, dressing or examination by the surgeon is required much less fre- 
quently than when ordinary Splints are used. In short, they have com- 


bined with the property of being made sufficiently soft and yielding to 
be moulded, with accuracy, to the surface of the part for which they are 
designed, all the properties of insolubility, lightness, elasticity, strength, 
and firmness, necessary to constitute a perfect Nplint.” 








JULY, 


on of 
ad no 
mend 
com- 


rcha. 


rmed 
weth- 
xd to 
which 


‘ngth 
perly 
es of 
3 ar- 
S$ are 
f the 
seem 
nges 
n of 





1854.] Eclectic and Summary Department. 333 


ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 


On a New Mode of Removing the Placrnta. By Tuomas Scunsever, M. D—Tothe 
Editor of the Peniasular Journal: Lear Sir,—The following article, which I have been 
persuaded to send to you for publication, is part of an essay which was read before 
the Medical Society of Chicago. As I am not yet fully acquainted with your lanzuage, 
having heen ia this country less than a year, I trust you will excuse its imperfections. 

If we fix upon a table with the band or a weight, a fresh placenta, and seizing it 
with @ pair of wide bladed torceps, either by its margin or at the attachment of the 
cord, turn them once or twice round, we observe that the balk of the placenta is di- 
mioished, and its streagth increased so that we have to use more force to tear it apart. 

We find also that we are able to push the placenta through a hole made in a board, 
by twisting it through, wh.ch no force could make it pass in any other manner, without 
laceration. 

1 think that we may with advantage, make use of these two facts in cases where 
other means of removing the retained placenta have tailed, or where severe hermor- 
rhage require its immediate removal. For instance, when the placenta is retained by 
spasm of the uterus, two fingers are to be introduced which seize a portion of the pla- 
centa. The forceps are to be applied to this portion, turned once or twice round, 
aod moderate traction used. 

Should we not succeed in overcoming the spasm, the two fingers hold the twisted 
portion of the placenta in its position, and the forceps are applied higher up. Thus 
the placenta diminished in size, and rounded, dilates the os uteri more equally than 
the fingers, and its ability to endure traction is much increased. 

Should the uterine suriace of the placenta present itself, we should, if possible, 
change its position so as to be able to apply the forceps to the margin, The same pro- 
cess may be used ia an hourglass contraction as well as in adherent placenta, natural- 
ly without using any traction in this last case. 

As the periphery of the adherent placenta by twisting it is slightly moved toward 
the center, the adhesions will easier yield to the separating hand, and the danger of 
laceration or inversion is less. 

If we had to remove a very fragile placenta, we might surely and successfully have 
recourse to this twisting ; and finally, we must apply this method when the placenta 
ts retained afier abortion, other means of removing it having been unsuccessful. 

Though | have no certain proof for my idea in regard to the first mentioned cases, I 
remember a case of abortion, where, by this proceeding, I evidently saved a life, 
which case I will in short relate. , 

Having been called to a woman that had an abortion in the fourth month, was told 
by the midwife, that three days previous the abortion had taken place, that the placen- 
ta had not been naturally expelled, nor had she herself been able to remove it; and 
that some hours before my arrival a severe flooding had taken place which had re-ep- 
peared whenever the patient recovered trom fainting. The funis was torn off, and the 
midwife had removed as moch of the placenta as she had been able to reach, so that 
could oaly just touch some of the remaining part. 
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I ordered applications of cold water both internally and externally, and a strong 
dose of ergotine, and went home for a proper pair of forceps; but the husband came 
running after me, and informed me that I would probably find his wife dead, as the 
hemorrhage had become worse than ever before. 

Wien I came back, without trying to revive the patient, I immediately introduced 

my hand and seized with the forceps as much of the placenta as J could reach. For 
three several! times, however, | could only remove small portions, but was at last able, 
by applying the above mentioned method, to remove the whole. 
- Kis not in slight eases that I would advise this method of twisting the placenta, 
though even then it might be used successfully ; but where danger is urging, various 
ether means having failed, it seems to me a method not only theoretically true, but 
practically usetul. 

Or the different mods of delivery, } have read Neegle, Siebald, Scantzony, Cazeau, 
Lievee, Ramsbotham, and Churchill, without finding mentioned the twisting of the 
placenta ; therefore | cath this idea a new one. Whether it will prove a good one, 
experience wil] show.—Pentnsular Journal of Medicine. 
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" Quinia and Tartaric Acid in Intermittent Fevers. By Drs. Banre.ta and Bastitzx. 
(MedicoChir. Review, in Ranking’s Abstract.—*Two years since, M. Bartella 
brought forward his plan for the more economical treatment of ague, by administering 
equal parts of sulphate of quinia and farfaric acid. He now (Bull. de Therapentique, 
tom. xIv., p. 49) reinforces his former statement by new facets, having treated altogether 
208 eases in this way, 196 of these being simple intermittents, and 12 pernicious 
fevers. 

“ Dr. Bastille, who has been pursuing the same experiments, stafes, as his conelu- 
sions (Gaz. des Llop., No, 87,—1; That sulphate of quinia, given with equal parts of 
fartaric acid, is moie active than the simple sulphate; 2. As a genera) rule, half the 
quantity of quinia so combined soffiees; but, in some descriptions of fever, as in the 
pernicious ones of Italy, larger doses are required.”—Charleston Medical Jonrnal. 





Hints for young Dostors. By C. D. Griswoup, M. D., of New York. For ten years 
} have led a somewhat variable and busy life, always devoted to the interest of my 
patients—when | had them tu care for—and.my professiow: yet notwithstanding my 
predelictions for the use of the pen, I have seldom contributed anything of my expe- 
rience, of inexperience, to strictly professional journals; preferring always to read for 
my Own instruction, rather than to write for the information of others. The principle 
is. wrong, although it is better to be silent than to affect to be overwise. 
, How mach more attentively we watch the diflerent phases and behavior of a dis- 
ease, when it js our intention to report it—~bow much more definitely each symptom 
is impressed upon the memory; and with what readiness its stages aod the treatment 
may be re-calied at any time afierwards. In this way a babit becomes confirmed, 
and holds good in all cases. In traveling, formerly, | noticed everything for the pur- 
pose of giving a description. Nauvoo Temple has long since been crumbled to the 
earth ; yet the peculiarities of that structure, and. the ground and beautiful scene | 
Jooked out upon from its tower, are still distinctly visible in my gecollection. The 
habit of observation thus formed, bas led me ever since to the upper deck of a steanr 
boat, or the top ol a stage coach, that | might look out; and to detest ears, because 
they shut me up 

There is more utility in this habwet-oluse oheor vation, than most physicians age it 
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clined to acknowledge in practice. I can remember distinctly the details of cases 
that | allended years ago, with the moidfications in the treatment to meet indications 
—I held in view, and do still, intend to publish them—and yet | have by no means 4 
reteguve memory upoa general sulyects, 

This habit any one can acquire by proper discipline, and it is one exceedingly im- 
portant to the physician. The young physician who writes out his cases, will bé 
most sure to read the reports of others, and in this way his experience will be trebled 
in value, besides most likely escape that worst of all obstacles to progress, routine 
babtts of practice, 

ja readmg your Journal, which I always do with interest, I seldom pass over the 
report of a case ; and if! know it to be from the pen of a young physician, I peruse it 
with a sort of “do by otbers as you would that they should do by you” principle— re- 
spect and encourage them by reading their productions, as we would cherish the me- 
mory of one departed—although both alike are oblivious to our good intentions. In 
this way we not unfrequently fall in with good ideas, which like seed sown, spring 
up at a future time and maltiply. 

As | shall have no room in this for a“ report,” as I had intended, I will add oné 
other hint for such of your readc7s as may be younger than myself, and put off _ 
* cave” to another day—or rather night. 

In the first place, write out all your important cases ; if time will not admit its being 
done immediately, keep thinking them over with that intention, When thisis done; 1 
you find any of them to contain facts which you believe to be of value, send them to 
a publisher, post paid. Do not make the mistake that many young writers do, by. 
sending to the largest and most important Journals, for such are usually supplied with 
more matter than they can print; and therefore, in all probability, in such a case your 
production would never find a place in their pages, and you would most likely get 
discouraged with the first attempt. On the contrary, send your articles to a small 
Journal first, or to a new one that has little patronage—of which there are an abun- 
dance thankful for small favors; and in order that you may be sure to see them if 
printed, it is a good plan to enclose the subscription price with the production, and 
but very few if any commeats, aside from your name and address plainly written, 
Draw no inferences on your cases—your readers will do that, and save you your time, 
and paper, and likely enough no small amount of future regrets—but simply the med- 
ical facts, plainly and concisely stated. Remember, if you have aby desire to see 
your article reprinted in other Jouanals, that it never will be if ng. Follow these 
rules perseveringly, and you will ultimately not only succeed as authors, but as goo.l 
physicians. , 

A regular medical map told me, not long ago, that he subscribed for but one Jour. 
nal—and that I will not meation—which he never found time to read. Now | ‘shall 
remember this man as long as I do the Nauvoo Temple, for | have a habit of remem- 
bering such “cases.” I shall never apprehend, on meeting him, that he has seen 
this comment for did he read this Journal be would know better than to make such a 
statement. 

I remember calling on Dr. John W. Francis, late one evening, and finding him in 
bed, he not being very well; yet his light was safely arronged, and within reach there 
was reading matter enough to last all night. Ifthere ig no other time, an bour may 
be spent nearly every night in reading, before the eyelids drop; and he who cultivates 
his intelligence, as a physician should, will improve even this bouryif he has no ather. 
If you do not read, never tell of it, for it is more creditable by far to have time for 
this, than too mach business.—Bastin Med. aud Surg: Journal. - ‘ 
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Use of Secale Cornutum in Hamorrhage-—By A. 1, Cummives, M. D. —For some 
length of time I have used the pulverized ergot somewhat extensively, not only esa 
stimulant to the uterus in parturition, but as an exrigent, either direct or operating 
through the agency of the nervous system. Uspecially in cases of haemorrhage from 
the bowels, arioing from dysentery or otber causes, | have ofien seen the most decided 
and permanent results from its exbibition. In numerous cases, which could be given 
in detail, were it necessary, I have seen the ergot produce the most prompt and satis- 
factory effects in immediately checking the sanguineous effusion, and, in many cases, 
the effect bas been permanent. In hamatemesis, aiso, 1 have seen the most decidedly 
beneficia! results irom the use of ergot. In one severe case, which had for a long 
time resisted powerful remedies, it was used in substance, by my direction, and 
proved completely effectual. 

Ia one case only of hemoptysis have | used the ergot, and the results in that case 
were sufficiently satisfactory to insure my confidence in it, as an agent, worthy of tral 
at least, in other cases, It is my intention to test it more thoroughly as a remedy m 
the treatment of hemorrhage from the lungs, But especially in ba morrhage from jbe 
stomach and bowels, 1 have confidence in its practical value as an astringeut. Thongh 
it should pot, in my opinion, supersede entirely the use of tannic acid, gallic acid, 
acet. plumbi, and other well known and truly valuable articles, when en aciringent is 
necessary, yet, in combination with other articles, or in cases where other agents fail, 
the ergot will be found valuable. It may be given in powder, 1m doses of irom two to 
ten grains, repeated as often as is necessary. lis use is coptra-indicated, of courre, in 
pregnont females, | intend to make further experiments with the ergot in cases of 
heemorrhage, as | may have opportunity. 

Does the ergot operate through the merves in haemorrhage from the bowels, as it 
manifestly does in uterine hemorrhage, in which it is so valuable ’—Sosten Med. and 
Surg. Journal. 


Incompatibles. By Chantes Wittiam Waicnt, M. D., of Cincinnati—The follow- 
ing table contains, it is believed, all the information on the subject of incompai> 
bles that will ever be of much value to the physician and medical student. 


TABLE OF INCOMPATIBLES. 
Alkalies, 
All Acids. <4 Alkaline earths, 
All carbonates.# 
Alkalies and their carbonates, {Soluble metalic salts, as the sulphate of iron, 
Alkaline earths. Also the fixed oils. 
Soluble salts of lead, 
sas “mercury. 
* “ aplimony. 


Hydrochloric seid, — salts of lead. 


Sulphuric acid and soluble sulphates. 


Chicride of sodium, 


lodide of potassiuim. o silver. 
Soluble salts of iron, 
™ = silver, 


Tannic and gallic acids. a ° 
& os copper. 
- - antimony. 
Tinctures of sulstances which are not soluble in water to any great 
Water. {aie as tincture of iodine. ad 


# Prussic acid is not incompatible with the carbonates, but all other acids are. 














[Jwxr, 


DF some 
niy esa 
perating 
ze from 
decided 
be given 
d satis 
y Cases, 
‘cidedly 
a long 
om, and 


pat case 
of trial 
vedy mm 
rom jhe 
Thongh 
© acid, 
gen! is 
ite fail, 
two lo 
ree, in 
ases of 


s, ae it 
d. and 


follow- 
mm pal 


great 








Eclectic and Summary Departmeat. 337 


Solution of all substances which are insoluble ia alcohol, as a solu- 
von of gum arabic, wucilages, &c. 


1854.) 


Tinctures. ; 


Salts containing the same acids, or the same bases, are not, as a general thing, in- 
compatible with each other. Thus the suipate of potash is not incompatible with the 
sulphate of soda. Neither is the sulphate of potash incompatible with the nitrate of 
potash. Any two substances which contain the materials for forming an insoluble 
body, are incompatible with each other. Thus carbonate of soda and nitrate of silver 
when brought together in solution, form the insoluble carbonate of silver. 


The Practice of Medicine in Ohina.—I) Union Medicale copies from a Russian jour- 
nal, the following remarks on the teaching and practicing of medicine in China :— 

In China, Medicine is not taught in special extablishments and no examination is 
necessary in order to practice medicine. Whoever finds the voeation convenient 
practices this art from interested motives. 

It ig true, that for two hundred years, there has been a regulation concerning the 
practice of medicine, according to which, the candidate for the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine must undergo an examination, that is to say, must write a thesis on some 
proposed subject. If, afler two examinations he received a favorable note, he was 
received as a physician to the court, But now the examinatiogs are a form, and hon- 
erable positions are obtained by favor. 

From all time, medicine in the Celestial Empire, has held a middle place between a 
trade and an art. In the villages and unimportant cities, the earliest inhabitant is the 
astrologer and doctor. Go into any street you please, on all sides, signs are hung out 
at the windows and doors, with the name of the doctor. and gratuitous certiticates of 
friends who boast of his talent. 

In the street where the hotel and convent ofthe Russian Mission are situated, (in a 
quarter of a mile), nine of these signs may be counted. 

These out-door Esculapians are, for the most part, persons who have been obliged 
by circumstancees to change their business, fur example, dismissed funct 
peranuated apothecary cubs, broken merchants, some tourists, chroniclers of marvel- 
ous events, &c. 

These fellows sell all sorts of secret remedies, plasters, pills, powders, &c. They 
expose their merchandize in public places, in the temples and streets, and endeavor 
by fine speeches to extort money from the passersby. Some, inventors of a plaster 
that cures ali evils, have large colored pictures, with which they demonstrate the an- 
atomy of the human body. Others, practiciog acupuncture, establish themselves at 
the crossings, biow in their instruments, arrange their stalls, and when a crowd col- 
lects, they announce that they are from such and such a province, or of such a family, 
that they are descendants of the celebrated acupuncturer, Li, and that they have at 

last discovered that spot on the haman body where bleeding cen be practiced to the 
most advantage for the cure of all manner of diseases. 

The oculists arrange before them a little table where hang images of two enormous 
eyes, with the nomenclature of the diseases which may effect the organ of vision.—~ 
Many of their brother oculists prefer to adopt the proceeding of the celebrated oculist 
of their country who paraded at the fairs mounted on a black ass, the saddle of which 
served as a counter for displaying his drugs. The dentists are surrounded with tro- 
phies of their art; masses of extracted teeth, which are not always human. It is an 
odd thing that this latter class are noted for a complete taciturnity—the others are pro- 
digiously loquacious,— Trans. for Kentucky Medwal Recorder. 
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Remarks on Chinese Pharmacy. By Gustavus L. Smumons, of Sacramento, Califor. 
nia.—Having often read with interest, articles concerning the “ State of Pharmacy” in 
other countries than our own, | have thought that a few observations I have been re- 
cently enabled to make in regard to the medical and pharmaceutical knowledge of 
the Chinese, might not prove uninteresting—especially as this ancient and singular 
race is at present aliracting the attention of the civilized world. 

; We have often read and heard that they had no regular system of medical practice, 
bat depended for a cure, when sick, on incantations and superstitious orgies, similar 
to those practiced by many of the Indian tribes of North America. This idea we be- 
lieve to be untrue, as it is at total variance with our own observations. 
~ The city of Sacramento is the great interior depot for the Chinese in California— 
Here a portion of the town is wholly occupied by them, infact presents a miniature of 
a Chinese-city, and as such is often visited by persons who desire to become better 
acquainted with the h«bits of this strange people. 

Hearing ay apothecary was located there, | resolved to make him a visit, and ac- 
cordingly recently started on what I at first supposed would be a fruitless errand.— 
Fortunately, at the onset, | met with an intelligent Chinaman, who had been partially 
educated by the missionaries, and who could quite readily express himself in the En- 
glish language. 

This gentiemen very kindly took upon himself the task of accompanying us, and ex- 
plaining all that became necessary. The exterior of the shop we visited was in no 
wise dissimilar to those of other occupations. A sign overthe entrance alone, gives 
the passer by a knowledge of the business followed within. ' 


The sign, in the present instance, must have cost the artist who executed it consid: 
erable labor. All of the complicated Chinese characters were deeply graven in the 
wood of which it was composed; gold and bright vermillion appeared in abundance ; 


and a rich silk drapery, arranged in a tasteful manner, bid the edges from view. 

The inscription whea translated read: “ Tung Fuk Tung,” and was the name of 
the “ Teacher” with whom the proprietor of the shop bad studied for-a term of years. 

On entering we were struck with the absence of fluid preparations, and throughout 
our examination we discovered but one article of this kind, and not a single mineral 
preparation. 

A narrow but very higk counter, a range of gaudily painted drawers, wide shelving, 
and sundry Cninese stools, constituted the shop furniture. The shelves were mainly 
eccupied by bundies, containing roots, herbs, &c.; and it will astonish many when 
they learn that we counted over eleven bundred bundles, each marked with a differ- 
ent character, and al! brought from the Celestial Empire, thus proving that the “ Ma» 
téria Medica” of the Chinese is in nowise deficient in the number of mmedies. The 
drawers were divided into six compartments; unique porcelain “galley pots” occupied 
the shelving immediately over them; and above, ranged in regular order, were fancy 
packages, containing very diminutive bottles of strong ol. mentha piperita, and a peca- 
liar kind of musk artificially manufactured. We also saw various compounds with 
bong written papers attached, the true nature of which we were unable to determine, 
but from the remarks of our companion, we strongly suspected that even the “ Celes- 
tials” were nut free from the “eure alls” and “patent nostrums” which flourish so great- 
by in the United States. The mortars used in compounding, are composed of porce- 
jain and iron, the shape being somewhat different from those manufactured by the En- 
glish. 
~ For powdering, an exceedingly uncouth instrument is used. It is made of iron, 
about four feet long, and the inside resembling a whale boat with a depressed cen‘ 
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ter and elevated ends. A heavy iron wheel hung on a wooden axis is made to re- 
volve ia the channel, the motive power being the feet of the operator. This quickly aud 
easily reduces most substances to a powder. 

Various sizes of knife blades arranged on the end of an elevated trough, ina similar 
manner to the old style of straw cutters are in use tor cutting up roots and barks; also 
large shallow baskets for drying purposes. 

The scales show the great antiquity of the people. They still disdain to use other 
than those which have been in use for centuries. These have but a single plate anda 
long beam, the weight sliding on this last, similar to the old fashioned steelyard. Many 
however are of fine workmanship, and in the bands of a skilful person prove very 
accurate, 

For writing their prescriptions, labeling, and in fact for all kinds of writing, they use 
the camel's hair pencil and India ink. Each store has these laid on a smail stone slab, 
and rice paper by the side for immediate use. 

We aow come to the nature of the remedies given by Chinese physicians, for the 
cure of the sick. A Chinaman always prides himself on the ancient origin and un- 
changeableness of his people, and it is probable that but few articles have been added to 
their “ Materia Medica” for many hundred years. Unfortunately, out of the nume- 
rous articles we examined, but very few were fumiliar, and the similitude of uses with 
our own, induced us to copy them. They were Panax; Mentha viridis; Mentha 
piperita; Cianamomum ; Glycyrrhiza radix ; Scilla; Senega ; Ulmus cortex ; Rheum ; 
Resina; Maranta; Carbo ligni; Ficus; Camphor; Moschus; Anthemis; Hordeum 
Auraatii cortex ; Crocus; dried snakes, and dried flies, 

The Ulmus, Maranta and Hordeum, are used as articles of diet for the sick; the 
Cianamomum, Auraantii cortex, Glycyrrhiza, &c., for favoring and disguising medicines 
of @ nauseous taste ; Camphor as aa aroméic, and decoctions of Senega and Scilla as 
expectorants, The dried snakes are only for external use in rheumatic pains, but the 
dried flies, which greatly resemble the “Cantharis vesicatoria” of the U, 8S. P. we were 
repeatedly assured were given in cases of gonorrhea, and were considered in that dis- 
ease as a specific, thus proving their acquaintance with the diuretic properties of the 
article. 

Nearly all medicines are given in the form of a decoction, and each prescription 
usually contains from twelve to twenty articles. 

During sundry visits to our Chinese professionu! brother, we have seen him com 
pounding, and we have never noticed less than twelve articles in any of the prescrip. 
tions he has compounded while we were present, 

Through his politeness, we were favored with a written recipe for fever and ague, 
which he compounded for us, and which presents a singular appearance to the Ame- 
rican eye, We have forwarde: a portion to the editor of the American Journal of 
Pharmacy for inspection.— American Journal of Pharmacy. 





The Fees of Physicians—In this city, as in. many other places, the’ physicians 
have been discoursing lately, on the propriety of revising their fee-bills. Ia several 
places they have increased their charges all aroand; for what their fathers charged 
one dollar they propose to charge two. Here, while there seems to be a general in- 
clination to increase the rates of charge, there is much olyjection to binding themselves 
to @ fixed tariff; and in the Academy of Medicine, the fee-bill has been put aside in- 
définitely. This course is not, however, by any means, an indication that they are 
satisfied with their old fees, or will decline to.charge for services in proper ratio to the 


increased cost of living. The labourer gets two dollars where formerly heegot one 
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The lawyer charges ten for what his father was satisfied to ask five for. The penny- 
a-liner now wants \wo peave for his item, aud the preacher bas a call in another di- 
rection, if they offer no more in his parish than was deemed ample for bis predeces- 
sor, Why should the doctor, who works harder than any of them, and cannot collect 
half bis dues, suffer an eXveption to the rule of advances in payment ! 

But the dollar he charges now is only worth the haif dutlar bis old partner charged. 
It gets only half as much four, or hall as much meat, and it takés twice as many of 
them to buy a cost as his old partoer gave, Butchers will act make a deduction of 
fifty per cent. to physicians, nor will the grocer put his tea and coflee and smoked beef 
down at half price to the regular M. LD. Seeing, thea, for all his necessafies and his 
luxuries, he must pay twice as much as his father paid, he should receive twice as 
large a bonus for the sicepless nights and doleful days that bis tarrying by the sick 
man’s bed makes the still chamber cheerful 

But while the doctors are regulating their monetary matters, we would suggest 
one radical change. Let them furswear the credit system utterly, and make cash 
payments the rule. Other men do it, and do well by the policy. Your creditgiving 
merchauts are aiways meking men angry with thew dunning letters. Your credit- 
giving grovers are the ones that are always ia trouble about the bills they render, and 
whom you conclude are dishonest, because their account and your recollections can- 
not be made to agree. Giving credit in these small matters, is an old fogy custom, 
which deserves to be exploded before another New Year's Day. Then we never 
tew a sick man who did not believe his doctor cheap at any price, but when he gets 
weil, his doctor is “a terrible fellow for a bill!” “While the pain last«, or as it firet be- 
gins to a ate, the dollar goes over to the good man who brovght the assuaging 
draught as casy as for a driuk oradinuer. But bow it seems to be picked out from 
among the heart strings when the pain is@orgouen! “All that a man hath will he 
give fur his life” when he is ia danger of long it, but when he is well, be will paler 
aod argue, and pioch a half eagle that is demanded as “ its equivaleat.” 

The people are ripe for the change. Nut all of them, indeed, for there are men 
who are great patrons of the doctor, who always move out of the city before it is con- 
venient to pay. and they would think it very small business to be paying for every 
call when it is made. But “ paying subscribers” always want to know the paper's 
price before subscribing, aad dying patients would die easier with only one call for 
their executors to settle for ; or, if that is their fate, convalesce more rapidly with no 
debt of indefinite size ahead, to eclipse their bright prospects. “ Pay as you go,” sick 
man, and you'll appreciate your doctor better, and prevent half his unnecessary calls. 
Let the doctor demand pay as he goes, and he will strive the harder to make his ser- 
vives valuable, save himself a world of annoyance, double his asnval income, end 
have the pleasure of knowing when be is conterring charity, and when working for 
hire.—WN. Y. Daily Temes 





Aconite Liniment —Macerate four ounces of powdered aconite root in half a pint 
of alcohol, for twenty-four hours: then pack it in a displacer, and add alcohol gradual- 
ly until a pint of incture has passed. Drstil off twelve fluid ounces, and evaporate the 
residue watil it measures twevie fluid drachms. To this add two fluid drachms each 
of alcohol and glycerin,and mix them. It is used as an external aneesthetic applica- 
tion in the following manner. Cuta piece of lint or austin of the size and form of the 
part to be treated, lay ton a plate or waiter, and by means of a camel's hair brash 
saturate it with the liniment. ‘l'his may be applied to the surface, with a piece of oiled 
silk laid over it, to prevent evaporation. It should not be applied to an abraded surface, 
and the patient should be cantioned in reference to its poisonous character —Jow 
of Pharmay. 
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